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ELECTORAL REVIEW OF HAMPSHIRE – PREPARING A 
CONSULTATION RESPONSE

Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Committee respond to the current consultation on the 
electoral review of Hampshire County Council.

Summary

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) has formally 
commenced an electoral review of Hampshire County Council.  This Council has been 
invited to submit its views on future electoral division boundaries for the County Council as 
part of the consultation process.

Statutory Powers

Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009

Introduction

1. The LGBCE is required to conduct reviews from time to time in all principal 
council areas, so as to ensure electoral equality. 

2. This current electoral review will recommend new (or, in some respects, 
continued) electoral arrangements for Hampshire County Council. This 
includes the total number of county councillors, the number of electoral 
divisions; the number of councillors representing each division; division 
boundaries; and division names.

3. As part of their review of the electoral arrangements for the County Council, 
the Boundary Commission has announced this week that it is minded to 
recommend no change in the number of county councillors representing 
Hampshire residents. The review is underway, though, because data from 
2013 shows that the size of the electorate is uneven in a third of all the County 
Council's 75 electoral divisions. This means that some councillors are 
representing more voters than others.
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4. The consultation runs for ten weeks from 26 May to 3 August 2015.

5. After 3 August 2015, the LGBCE will then consider representations received 
in the consultation, and publish its draft recommendations.  There will be 
further consultation on the draft recommendations.  Final recommendations 
are expected to be published in April 2016, with new electoral arrangements 
coming into effect at the 2017 elections.  Further information from the LGBCE 
is attached as Appendix 1, and also at: 
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/5188 . 

6. This Council has been invited to contribute to this consultation by giving its 
views.  

7. Members are reminded that Eastleigh’s own electoral review, again to be 
conducted by the LGBCE, will start later this year with any changes coming 
into effect for all-out elections in May 2018.  Therefore comments made by 
this Council to the County consultation need to be mindful of the impending 
Borough review. 

Preparing a response to the consultation

8. Attached as Appendix 2 are maps of each of the seven County electoral 
divisions that come within Eastleigh Borough.  Each of the divisions is 
represented by one Member.  All but three of the 75 electoral divisions are 
represented by a single Member, with the other three represented by two 
Members.

9. With the County Council’s overall electorate being 1,020,276 in 2014 (with a 
forecast of 1,079,999 in 2021), there is a clear argument that a representation 
of eight rather than seven councillors and divisions would be more accurately 
representative for this area.  Information on Eastleigh’s polling districts and 
electorate size is attached as Appendix 3 to this report.

10. A second key issue is that the LGBCE does not wish to see polling districts 
split, which makes creation of divisions harder where there are relatively large 
polling districts.   

Financial Implications

11. There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.

Risk Assessment

12. The Council needs to respond to this consultation to help ensure accurate and 
appropriate democratic representation at a County level.

Equality and Diversity Implications

13. An equalities assessment has not been carried out on this occasion.

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/5188
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Conclusion

14. The Committee is therefore asked to identify key issues and considerations in 
order to formulate a Borough Council response to the current LGBCE 
electoral review of Hampshire.

RICHARD WARD
Head of Legal and Democratic Services

Date: 8 June 2015
Contact Officer: Jon Brown
Tel No: 023 8068 8124
e-mail: jon.brown@eastleigh.gov.uk
Appendices Attached: 3

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D

The following is a list of documents which disclose facts or matters on which this 
report or an important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material 
extent in the preparation of this report.  This list does not include any published 
works or documents which would disclose exempt or confidential information

None.


